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to occupy different points in one of those sluggish
canals I have already mentioned, connecting the lakes,
or pools, scattered over the plain. These detachments,
being stationed about a mile from one another, enclosed
an interval where, from some peculiar cicumstances
known only to the Malays [who are passionately fond
of this sport], the alligators were sure to be found in
great numbers. The troops formed themselves across
the canal in three parallel lines, ten or twelve feet
apart; but the men in each line stood side by side,
merely leaving room enough to wield their pikes. The
canal may have been about four or five feet deep in the
middle of the stream, if stream it may be called, which
scarcely moved at all. The colour of the water when
undisturbed was a shade between ink and coffee; but
no sooner had the triple line of Malays set themselves
in motion, and the mud got stirred up, than the con-
sistence and colour of the fluid became like those of
pease-soup.

On everything being reported ready, the soldiers
planted their pikes before them in the mud, and, if I
recollect right, each man crossing his neighbour's
weapon, and at the word "march" away they all started
in full cry, sending forth a shout, or war-whoop
sufficient to curdle the blood of those on land, whatever
effect it may have had on the inhabitants of the deep.
As the two divisions of the invading army, starting
from opposite ends of the canal, gradually approached
each other in pretty close column, screaming and
yelling with all their souls, and striking their pikes deep
in the slime before them, the startled animals naturally
retired towards the unoccupied centre. Generally
speaking, the alii gators, or crocodiles [for I believe they
are very nearly the same], had sense enough to turn
their long tails upon their assailants, and to scuttle off
as fast as they could towards the middle part of the
canal. But every now and then, one of the terrified
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